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PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 

Monday, July 28, 2015 

  

Bedford County Woman Arrested for Abduction and Malicious Wounding  

after posting ad on Craigslist 

 

On July 22, 2015, deputies with the Bedford County Sheriff’s Office responded to 5330 Old 

Country Road in Bedford in reference to an assault call.  Upon arrival, deputies spoke to Matthew 

Caruso who was suffering from numerous cuts and lacerations.  Caruso told the deputies that he had 

responded to a Craigslist.com ad offering sexual services by a subject identifying herself as 

“Trinity”, and he had arranged with her to meet at her residence at 5330 Old Country Road.  Upon 

arrival, Caruso reports that “Trinity”, later identified as Jennifer Bandy-Mitchell, tied him up and 

assaulted him with a weapon.  Caruso was able to escape the residence through a window and was 

able to contact the Sheriff’s Office.  Deputies located Brandy-Mitchell at her residence and took her 

into custody without incident.  She was transferred to the Blue Ridge Jail Authority, Bedford Adult 

Detention Facility where she was held without bond.  Bandy-Mitchell was charged with Malicious 

Wounding, Abduction, and Use of a Firearm in the Commission of a Felony.  Caruso was treated for 

his injuries at the hospital and released. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Bandy-Mitchell 

DOB: 1/21/1993 

 



 

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaalliissmm,,  IInntteeggrriittyy,,  CCoommmmiittmmeenntt  

 

 
ADDITIONAL 

 
                                                     OUR CONCERN 

Classified web sites, like Craigslist, have been linked with numerous crimes, murders and robberies 

or assaults in the United States over the past several years due to anonymous interactions on the 

sites according Internet research. My research concludes the anonymity on these sites are exploited 

by criminals across the country to rob, assault or even kill consumers as they try to buy or sell things 

like cars, apartments, furniture, and other items. 

It appears “the old rules of ‘meeting in public’ and ‘knowing whom you’re dealing with’ no longer 

apply.” 

The Bedford County Sheriff’s Office, being proactive and concerned about this potential danger to the 

citizens of Bedford County, and others, has created an Exchange Zone for individuals selling or 

buying items, or for domestic situation where the exchange of children or items has one or more of 

the individuals involved in the exchange concerned for their safety or the safety of the children or 

parties to the exchange. The risk is not zero of course, and common sense precautions are in order 

when using Craigslist, just as you would do at other similar classified web sites, or offline. 

This Exchange Zone is under 24/7/365 closed circuit surveillance that is reviewed as a SOP daily. 

The Exchange Zone is located in front the sheriff’s office in the parking lot with the two designated 

parking spots clearly marked ‘EXCHANGE ZONE’ 

This Exchange Zone is under 24/7/365 closed circuit surveillance that can be reviewed upon request. 

The Exchange Zone is located in front the sheriff’s office in the parking lot with the two designated 

parking spots clearly marked ‘EXCHANGE ZONE’ 

 
 


